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L.G. Pinkston High School soon will be remodeled to house the West Dallas STEM school, which opened this fall to

seventh- and eighth-graders. Image courtesy of Dallas ISD.

HOME
-

WEST DALLAS
-

SOUTH DALLAS
-

ABOUT
-

SUPPORT DFP
-

ESPAÑOL
-

Shardae White



http://stories.kera.org/saving-schools/2018/05/07/dallas-school-to-close-even-though-district-tried-to-save-it/
https://dallasfreepress.com/west-dallas/future-west-dallas-stem-school-finds-its-first-teacher/
https://www.dallasisd.org/westdallasstem
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-inquiry-based-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/curriculum-standards/teks/texas-essential-knowledge-and-skills
https://www.facebook.com/watch/Neprisapp/


Now open: West Dallas STEM school

https://dallasfreepress.com/...allas-stem-school/?fbclid=IwAR1kRT0T3JVnX3C26S3rpM44NmAI4xSlOQpXyng928IBP7N9l4w4SoqlCU8[11/9/2021 11:42:13 AM]

The goal is also to build resilience in students and to encourage them to work through

difficult problems, says STEM school project manager Karen Pierce at the SMU Simmons

School of Education.

“We talk about persistence and being successful in a career — being able to go to post-

secondary, whether it’s college or whether it’s career training,” Pierce says. “If something gets

hard or something is difficult, we want them to be able to push through it.”

Pierce says she believes West Dallas students are perfect for the inquiry-based model because

the community is “perseverant” with a “deep, rich culture and a unique perspective.”

Neighborhood students bring a variety of background knowledge and skills into the

classroom, she says, and “the more varied that is, the stronger your inquiry instruction.”

At first, Jackson says, the seventh- and eighth-graders were hesitant to adopt the inquiry-

based model, but as they begin to understand that their teachers genuinely want their input,

they’re getting accustomed to and embracing the hands-on approach.

By fall 2022, the school should have a building that reflects its curriculum. The West Dallas

STEM School program is part of DISD’s $2 billion 2015 bond project, which dedicated $35

million to renovate the school.  Notable projects include new STEM labs, STEM-based

courtyards and updates to administrative offices and classrooms.

Once ninth- and tenth-grade students move to the new Pinkston building on the corner of

Greenleaf Street and Holystone Street, the campus will be dedicated to pre-K through eighth-

grade students. Pinkston High School students are scheduled to move into their new building

in January 2022 .

https://www.smu.edu/Simmons/About-Us/Model-School
https://www.smu.edu/Simmons/About-Us/Model-School
https://www.dallasisd.org/Page/73229
https://www.dallasisd.org/Page/73229
https://www.dallasisd.org/Page/67903
https://www.dallasisd.org/Page/67903
https://www.dallasisd.org/Page/62333
https://www.dallasisd.org/Page/62333
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The West Dallas STEM school virtual groundbreaking ceremony took place in June 2021.

Ample funding is another thing that sets the school apart — not just the $35 million in bond

money but also $5 million from Toyota USA Foundation’s grant program, which supports

STEM-based education efforts. Toyota provided $2 million in 2018 to support the school’s

planning phase, and another $3 million in May 2020 to support the school through June 30,

2024, the end of its third full year.

Those millions are on top of the school’s dedicated DISD budget, which funds everyday

operations like classroom materials and on-campus resources. All of this makes the West

Dallas STEM school a well-funded endeavor, says Jackson. The extra funding allowed Dallas

ISD to hire her a year early and spend a full year preparing for the school’s launch. This

practice is not typical for the district, but was necessary for the STEM school’s partnership.

“The decision to onboard the principal a year prior to the opening of the school was integral

to the school’s design and planning process,” said DISD in an emailed statement. “The

principal played an important role in managing the four way partnership with SMU, Toyota

Foundation, the West Dallas Community and Dallas ISD.”
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The updated lobby of the West Dallas STEM school will encourage students to “Think big.” Image courtesy of Dallas ISD.

Toyota’s more recent donation will support salaries of SMU faculty who are developing

curriculum for the school and for hiring outside consultants when needed, Pierce says,

explaining that because the STEM school project is so important to SMU, “we want to have

the right voices and the right people and the right expertise, even if we have to go find it

somewhere else.” 

The $3 million grant also will compensate nonprofits providing wraparound services to the

STEM school for their time and resources. Several West Dallas-based nonprofits are part of

that group, including Voice of Hope Ministries , helmed by Ed Franklin. He also serves as co-

chair of the STEM school’s advisory council, working closely with Jackson by keeping an ear

to the ground and communicating with neighbors about what’s happening with the school.

DISD, SMU and Toyota are eager to mention there are actually four STEM school partners —

the fourth is the West Dallas community, which should have equal voice and investment in

the project, they say.

Franklin says most of the West Dallas community is optimistic about the STEM school. He

understands the skepticism that remains, but believes Jackson’s intent to make the school a

community resource.

“She’s doing all she can to make sure she follows through on that promise, and that the

community trusts her leadership,” he says. “Because unfortunately, not just West Dallas, but

many underserved communities have heard stories and promises … and [they] become a little

bit jaded. Understandably so.”

https://www.voiceofhope.org/blog/15-years
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The renovated West Dallas STEM school lobby will feature an open, airy two-story design. Image courtesy of Dallas ISD.
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