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Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a brain-based developmental disability that can impact how students behave, 
communicate, interact and learn.  As an invisible disability, it may not be obvious to others depending on the person 
or situation involved.  Autism is known as a spectrum disorder because the type, severity and presentation of   
symptoms vary widely.  For example, some students with ASD have advanced conversation skills while others may 
be nonverbal.  Some students with ASD require significant assistance with daily living activities while others work 

and live with little to no support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students with ASD have a multitude of classroom strengths, including exceptional memory for facts and figures,   
innovative approaches to problem solving, and excellent attention to detail and accuracy in following instructions  

or rules. 

The transition to a higher education setting can present unique challenges to students with ASD.  Residence life with 
increased stimuli and compressed spaces can often create additional stress.  Managing multiple obligations,       
activities and academic deadlines can overwhelm students with ASD. Rigid, black-or-white thinking can exacerbate 

these challenges.  

In our work with students with ASD, DASS has found the following suggestions helpful: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional information on this topic,  please visit the Faculty FAQ on our website. 

/Provost/ProvostOffice/SAES/AcademicSupport/SASP/Services/DASS/FAQ/Faculty#asperger's
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTsR6mSBwm8
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