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Say Goodbye in Italian
by Matthew Anderson, contributing writer for Hilltopics

There is schmaltzy love duet that Sarah Brightman and Andrea Bocelli sing called “Time to Say Goodbye” that 
I’ve been obsessed with since high school. It’s mostly in Italian, and the only English words they sing are from 
the title: “it’s time to say goodbye.”  Every time I hear it, I imagine an Italian Cinderella running away from her 

Prince Charming at the ball. Like any good fairytale, the song is dramatic and clichéd, and unashamedly delightful. 
	 A�er living in Virginia Snider Hall my �rst year, and being an RA in VS as a sophomore, it’s hard to 
shake the feeling that maybe the University Honors Program’s own sweet fairytale is ending: next year, Virginia 
Snider will no longer be the “Honors Community.” I constantly hear students ask why such a successful 
community would be going away. Why would we want to get rid of a community with such a strong identity 
and shared values? And from the RA perspective, wouldn’t it be counterproductive 
to do away with a residence hall whose students, year a�er year, build such 
a strong sense of community? Will you still be able to study in VS next year? 
	 Anxieties buzz through VS, from the basement to the ominous attic door, 
and rightly so. SMU is making a risky transition by moving away from themed 
communities, like the Honors Community, which have been known across campus to 
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Letter from the Editor
by Tess Griesedieck

Beginning this year, I had no idea what was in store for me. If there’s one thing I’ve learned over the past two 
years, it’s that college life is ever changing and as soon as you see something as a constant, it’s suddenly not. 
	 For this reason, I am so incredibly grateful for the sta� I had working this year with Hilltopics. �is 

was a huge year of change for the paper that had not seen much energy in awhile. �at all changed, though, 
as soon as I met the group of kids willing to bring life back 
to Hilltopics. Each and every sta� member had ideas 
or input for at least one of the issues and many had a 
passion and a vision for what they wanted to write 


