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ACADEMIC DEGREES  
1995:  Ph.D., Religious Ethics, The Divinity School, The University of Chicago 
1988:  M.Div., With Distinction, Iliff School of Theology, Denver, Colorado 
1982:  B.A., History and Political Science, Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas 
 
PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 
2021-  Susanna Wesley Centennial Professor of Practical Theology and Ethics  
   Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor  
2012-2021: Professor of Ethics and Practical Theology, Perkins School of Theology and in 

the Graduate Program in Religious Studies, Southern Methodist 
University (with tenure)  

   Director, Graduate Program in Religious Studies, 2014-2018 
1999-2012:  
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1997:   @)$4);&12<&,()&O+1<-041,)-14%&3)2)P02=&,()&/"2D)-$1,0"2, Co-author with 
Steven Gunter et al., Nashville: Abingdon Press 

 
Q-,074)$%&
2023:  “American Exceptionalism, Christian Realism, and the New Realities,” '()&

*+,+-)&".&/(-0$,012&3)140$5: 62,)-21,0"214&/"2.407,8&9"40,0714&:)71;8&12<&
,()&/-0$0$&".&:)5"7-17;8&co-edited with Dallas Gingles and Josh Mauldin, 
Lexington Books/Rowman and Littlefield (Published in April)  

2023:   “Social Sanctification and the Optimism of Grace: Georgia Harkness and The 
Methodist Social Gospel,”&AR."-<&G12<H""#&".&9"40,0714&'()"4"=;, 
Michael Kessler and Shaun Casey, eds. Oxford University Press (Invited 
Contribution; Submitted and Accepted in 2021.)  

2022:     “New Creation: An Ethics of Dying and Hope,” '()&3"+,4)<=)&/"5>120"2 ,"&
/(-0$,012&?,(07$   

2022:   “Steps to take to avoid a GC2024 debacle: A&9-)mortem Exercise for United 
Methodists,” United Methodist News Service, June 7 

2022:   “The Future is Made of the Same Stuff as the Present,” in @(1,S$&T)R,U&'P)2,;&
'P"&V20,)<&N),("<0$,&C)1<)-$&:0$7+$$&,()&*+,+-)&".&,()&/(+-7(,” '()&
*+,+-)&".&,()&V20,)<&N),("<0$,&/(+-7(, Kevin Slimp, ed. Market Square 
Books.  

2022:  “Searching for the Center that Cannot Hold: Mediating Advocacy and Christian 
Ethics,” in&?,(07$&12<&Q<D"717;%&!-0<=)$&12<&!"+2<1-0)$8&Harlan 
Beckley, Douglas Ottati, Matthew Petrusek, and William Schweiker, 
eds., Cascade Books.  

2021:     “Family, Sexuality, and Society in Reinhold Niebuhr,” in AR."-<&G12<H""#&".&
3)02("4<&T0)H+(-, Robin Lovin and Josh Mauldin, eds., Oxford 
University Press  

2020 “Beyond Typologies: Realist and Ecclesial Ethics at the Boundaries” N"<)-2&
'()"4"=;8 volume 36, number 3, July  

2019:   “When Brothers and Sisters Fight to the Death: Ecclesiology, Mission, and the 
Future of the United Methodist Church,” in @()-)&<"&P)&E"&.-"5&G)-)%&
G"2)$,&3)$>"2$)$&.-"5&KW&V20
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2013:    “Holy Heart, Holy Life, Holy Work: Work, Vocation and Calling in the Wesleyan 
Tradition” in Q&C0D02=&'-1<0,0"2%&/-0,0714&3)7"D)-;&12<&3)7"2$,-+7,0"2&".&
@)$4);12&'-1<0,0"2$, Mary Elizabeth Moore, ed. Kingswood Press 

2012:     “Uncredited: Was Ursula Niebuhr Reinhold’s Coauthor?” '()&/(-0$,012&/)2,+-; 
129, no. 2, January 25. Several newspapers carried stories about this 
article. “Outing a Woman Theologian,” '()&/(+-7(&".&?2=412<&
T)P$>1>)-, February 3 and Sam Hodges, “Overdue credit to theologian’s 
wife, co-writer,” '()&V20,)<&N),("<0$,&3)>"-,)-8 February 17. 

2012   “Valerie Saiving Reconsidered,” '()&Y"+-214&".&*)5020$,&F,+<0)$&02&3)40=0"2, 
volume 28, number 1, Spring 

2011:    “Feminist Ethics,”  
   “Professional Ethics,”  
   “Children,”  
  “Work,” and  
  “Family” in the :07,0"21-;&".&F7-0>,+-)&12<&?,(07$, Joel Green (General Editor), 

Rebekah Miles, Allen Verhey and Jacqueline Lapsley (Associate 
Editors), Baker Academic  

2010:   “Happiness, Holiness, and the Moral Life in John Wesley” in '()&/15H-0<=)&
/"5>120"2&,"&Y"(2&@)$4);, Randy Maddox and Jason Vickers, eds. 
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2000:   “John Wesley as Interreligio



  April 2023  
 
 

 

5 

5 

2021:  A Review of 3)02("4<&T0)H+(-&02&,()&IJ]W$%&/(-0$,012&3)140$5&."-&1&F)7+41-&
Q=)8 Ronald H. Stone8&'()&Y"+-214&".&,()&F"70),;&".&/(-0$,012&?,(07$, 
Fall/Winter 

2011:  A Review of E)2L^&30$02=8 Andrew Thompson, '()&V20,)<&N),("<0$,&3)>"-,)-8&
July 

2006:  A Review of 31<0714&@0$<"5%&50 8127"7 cm BT 50 0 0 50 .2 S3 434 Tm /TT2 1 Tf (K!) Tj ET Q q 0.24 0 0 0.24 14.173 587 0.24 14.173 587. q 0.24 0 0712.587 08&

& 
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amended and readopted several times. The statement in the&Social 
Principles of '()&!""#&".&:0$70>402) also came from this task force.  

 
AWARDS AND GRANTS 
2023:   Tom Tunks 
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2020:  Steering Committee Member, New Delegate Training Program, (A part of the  
progressive/centrist coalition preparing for General Conference)  

2019:   Clergy Delegate, Called General Conference of the United Methodist Church, St. 
Louis, MO, February 23-26 

   Member, One Church Plan Strategy Team, Legislative Leads 
2016:   Clergy Delegate, General and Jurisdictional Conferences of the United Methodist 

Church, Elected by the clergy of the Arkansas Conference 
   Member, Legislative Committee on General Administration  
   Chair, Subcommittee on Constitutional Amendments 
2012:  Clergy Delegate, General and Jurisdictional Conferences of the United Methodist 

Church, Elected by the clergy of the Arkansas Conference 
   Member, Legis
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1979:   Admitted to Candidacy, St. James United Methodist and the Little Rock District 
of the Little Rock Conference 

1976:  Youth Delegate/Page, World Methodist Conference, Dublin, Ireland, August 
   
Have spoken extensively in churches and have served in many roles (e.g., Board of Stewards, 

Finance Committee, Conference Commission on The Status and Role of 
Women, Mentor in the Confirmation and Candidacy processes, usher, 
communion assistant, children’s Sunday School volunteer, youth 
volunteer and chaperone, etc.)  For further service to the United 
Methodist Church, see other sections of this c.v. 

 
PRESENTATIONS IN ACADEMIC SETTINGS 
2022:   “Holy Dying, Covid, and Other Problems,” Installation Lecture for the Susanna 

Wesley Centennial Chair in Practical Theology and Ethics, September 26 
2021:  Respondent, Charles Mathewes, “We are Living in an Apocalyptic Era,” 

Maguire Symposium, October 21  
2021:  “What I Learned in the Pandemic: Connected Teaching in a Time of 

Disconnection,” Teaching Effectiveness Symposium, SMU Center for 
Teaching Excellence, August 19  

2021:  Panelist, “How to Be a Great Graduate Student,” SMU Graduate Student 
Orientation, Moody School, Aug 11  

2021:  Convener for Presentation and Discussion of Matthew R. Petrusek’s paper “By 
Which the Community of Practical Reason Would Determine It : The 
Aristotelian Conventionalism at the Heart of Liberative Ethics,” Society 
of Christian Ethics, January 7 

2021:  Presenter, “Christian Realism and the Global Role of the United States,” Panel 
on Christian Realism, the Law, and Contemporary Global Problems, The 
Ethics and Law Interest Group, Society of Christian Ethics, January 5 

2020: Presenter, “Niebuhr, Family, Sexuality, and Society,” Panel on the new '() 
AR."-<&G12<H""#&".&3)02("4<&T0)H+(-8 December 2 

2020:  Respondent, Michael DeJonge’s "Before Resistance: Bonhoeffer and the 
Cultivation of Ordinary Life" for the conference “‘In the Face of 
Barbarism:’ Dietrich Bonhoeffer on Culture, Humanity and the 
Importance of Ordinary Life,” Perkins School of Theology, February 14  

2019:   “Niebuhrian Responsibility and American Exceptionalism,” The International 
Symposium on Human Nature, Justice, and Democracy: Reinhold 
Niebuhr in the Chinese Context, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
December (6&(1<&,"&H17#&"+,&H)71+$)&5;&(+$H12<&P1$&("$>0,140[)<&P0,(&1&
$)-0"+$&02.)7,0"2&1,&,()&,05)&P()2&6&P1$&,"&4)1D)b&'(0$&>-)$)2,1,0"2&P1$&
41,)-&>+H40$()<&02&,()&D"4+5)&'()&*+,+-)&".&/(-0$,012&3)140$5bc& 

2018: “The Place of Reinhold Niebuhr in the Thought and Policy of U.S. Political 
Leaders,” The Future of Christian Realism: A Discussion in Honor of 
Robin Lovin, American Academy of Religion, Denver, Colorado, 
November 17  

2018:  Panelist, Maguire Symposium, Conversa
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2004:   
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1996:    “Critical Book Discussion: Stanley Hauerwas’s 62&E""<&/"5>12;,” with Max 
Stackhouse and Stanley Hauerwas, Christian Theological Research 
Fellowship, Pre-Meeting at the American Academy of Religion, New 
Orlean
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2021:  Convener, Discussion of the Perkins Mission Statement, CHAP (Community 
Hour at Perkins), March 2 

2020:   Convener, Discussion of Perkins Curricular Review Process, Fall Faculty 
Conference, September 11  

2020:   Lecturer, “Chang
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SELECTED COMMUNITY LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
2022:   Host, “Gladly Choosing to be United Methodist,” United Methodist Association 

of Retired Clergy, June 22  
2022: Keynote Speaker, California/Nevada	United	Methodist	Annual	Conference	

Committee	on	Reconciliation,	Annual	Meeting	(Zoom),	June	11	
2022:  Keynote Speaker, Laity Session, North Texas Conference of the United 

Methodist Church, June 5 
2022:   Host, “Look before you Leap: Examining the Choices between the United 

Methodist Church and the Global Methodist Church,” United Methodist 
Association of Retired Clergy, May 17 

2022:  Host, “To Stay or Not to Stay, That is the Question' Facing United Methodists,” 
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2007:   Sermon, Jurisdictional Gathering of United Methodist leaders, Mount Sequoyah, 
June 21 

2007:   “Fighting Faithfully and Fairly,” Luncheon at North Texas Conference, June 4 
2006:   “Let the Children
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1993:   “AIDS and The Ethics of Disclosure,” A Tarrant County AIDS Support Group, 
Fort Worth, August  

1993:  Workshop Leader, “A Day Apart,” Clergy AIDS Education Forum, Central 
Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church, Glen Rose, April 

1992:  “Women in Ministry in the United Methodist Church: Looking to the Future,” 
Keynote Lecture, United Methodist Commission on the Status and Role 
of Women, Annual Meeting, Little Rock Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, Hot Springs, Arkansas, June 

 
MEMBERSHIPS, OFFICES, AND OTHER SERVICE TO THE ACADEMY 
2021- :  Member, Board of Directors, '()&N),("<0$,&3)D0)P&
2021-22:  Associate Editor, '()&N),("<0$,&3)D0)P  
2021-22:  Consultant, Wesleyan Roots Series, North Texas Conference of the United 

Methodist Church, November   
2017-22: President, The Reinhold Niebuhr Society  
2003-22: Member, Steering Committee, The Reinhold Niebuhr Society 
1989-22: Society of Christian Ethics  
   Member, International Scholarly Relations Committee, 2022-23 
   Member, Presidential Committee on Charting our Future, 2018   
   Nominating Committee, Member, 2012–133
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2013:   “The Influence of Ursula Niebuhr on the Work of Reinhold Niebuhr,” 
Presentation for Dean’s Roundtable, September 11 

2013:   “Living the Faith on a Pirate Ship: The Minister and Politics,” The Martin 
Lecture, Ministers Week, Perkins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University, February 

2012:   Preacher and Presider at Table, Perkins Chapel, September 19  
2012:  Presentation on Theological Education and the United Methodist Church, Fall 

Faculty Retreat, September  
2012:  Presentation on United Methodist General Conference Issues, Perkins Executive 

Board, March 21 
2011:  “’But My Name Isn’t on Any of the Books’: Ursula and Reinhold Niebuhr as 

Theological Collaborators,” Perkins Faculty Lunch, December 5  
2011:  Respondent to Paper by Karen Baker-Fletcher, Perkins Faculty Symposium, 

November 14 
2011:   Facilitator, “Listening for Our Common Mission: The Church and Theological 

Education at Perkins,” Meeting of Bishops and Other Conference Leaders 
of the South Central Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church, 
October 17 

2011:   “Making Good Use of Grief,” Presentation for Dean’s Roundtable, November 9 
2011:   Presentation on United Methodist General Conference Issues, Perkins Alumni 

Council, September 28 
2011:   Presentation on Perkins Assessment Process and Theology Credos, Fall Faculty 

Retreat, September 10  
2011:  Faculty Examiner, Oral Exams for the Pastoral Care Certificate, April 27  
2011:   Presider, Eucharist, Perkins Chapel Worship Service, April 14  
2011:  Moderator, Panel on War and Peace Issues, Gran Stassen and Phil Wogaman, 

Ministers Week, February 8 
2010:   Presider, Eucharist, Perkins Chapel Worship Service, November 18 
2010:  19th Century Holiness Women, Inside Perkins Event for Prospective Students, 

November 4  
2010:   Faculty Examiner, Oral Exams for the Pastoral Care Certificate, April 27  
2010:   Perkins Chapel Sermon, April  
2010:  Faculty Examiner, Oral Exams for the Pastoral Care Certificate, April 26 
2010:  “Abraham Lincoln’s Religious Odyssey,” Panelist/Respondent to Paper by Ron 

White, Southern Methodist University, February 12  
2010:   “Finding a Good Fit: Evolution, Human Nature and Mismatch Theory,” 

Women’s Lecture, Perkins Ministers Week, February 2 
2010:   “Evolutionary Mismatch Theory,” Workshop, Perkins Ministers’ Week, 

February 2 
2010:  “Theory and Practice of Ethics in Church and Community,” Presentation with 

Ethics Colleagues for Perkins Executive Board, October 14  
2009:    “Finding the Pace of Nature: Evolutionary Mismatch Theory and Theological 

Education,” Perkins Faculty Luncheon Lecture, October 5 
2009:   Alaska Perkins School for Laity, September 
2008:   Black Seminarians Association Presentation, April 1 
2008:  Women’s Week Panelist, March 25 
2008:   Ministry Legislation Before the 2008 United Methodist General Conference, 

Presentation for CHAP (Community Hour at Perkins), March 4 



  



  April 2023  
 
 

 

24 

24 

2016-20:   Chair, Mary Leah Friedline, 94+-140$5&1$&1&F"7014&9-17,07)%&Q&9-1=51,07&
Q>>-"17(&,"&?2=1=02=&:0D)-$0,;&02&9+H407&C0.) 

   Defended,  April 28, 2020  
2019:   Member, Scott Bontrager, Q+=+$,02)S$&/"27)>,&".&`"40,0"2&12<&0,$&F0=20.07127)&

."-&,()&:"7,-02)&".&A-0=0214&F02 
   Defended July 17, 2019 
2005-19:  Member, Gary MacDonald, '()&/(+-7(&12<&9+H407&:014"=+)%&7"2,-0H+,0"2$&,"&

7"2,)5>"-1-;&$"7014&),(07$&.-"5&,()&)7+5)20714&5),("<&".&,()&AR."-<&
/"2.)-)27)&"2&/(+-7(8&/"55+20,;&12<&F,1,)&".&IJfa 

   Defended May 1, 2019 
2013-18:  Chair, Julie Mavity Maddalena, !+,&@)&g2"P%&Q&*)5020$,8&/(-0$,012&

?,(2"=-1>(;&12<&Q214;$0$&".&F02=4)8&@"-#02=L/41$$&N",()-$&12<&/41$$8&
E)2<)-8&12<&317)&:;21507$&02&,()&Vb&Fb&9"40,0714&?7"2"5; 

   Defended April 27, 2018 
2013-16: Member, Dallas Gingles, Q=102$,&622"7)27)%&!"2(")..)-&12<&Q+=+$,02)&"2&

3)$>"2$0H040,;&12<&9"40,0714&E+04,  
   Defended April 28, 2016 
 
:0$$)-,1,0"2&/"550,,))&F)-D07)&
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Spiritual Autobiography 
Historical Studies in Theological Ethics: Contemporary Theological Ethics 
Historical Studies in Theological Ethics: Early Church 
Ethics, Theology, Children, and Youth  
Nineteenth Century Holiness Women  
Womanist, Feminist, and Mujerista Theology  
Spiritual Formation 
 
PERSONAL DATA 
Birth:    July 30, 1960, Pine Bluff, Arkansas, to a Methodist Parsonage Family 
   (The sixth generation to live in a Methodist parsonage and the wife, 

daughter, sister, sister-in-law, niece, great-granddaughter, great-great-
granddaughter, and great-great-great-granddaughter of Methodist pastors) 

Family: Husband, Len Delony, United Methodist clergyperson, Married January 3, 1981 


