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SMU Dedman School of Law 
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Voice (214) 768-2791 
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EDUCATION 
 
Yale University Ph.D., 2009
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences M.Phil., 2001
Concentration:  History (Medieval). M.A., 2000
Thesis:  “Advowson Law and Litigation in the English Royal Courts, 1154-1250.” 
Readers:  Paul Brand, Charles Donahue, Paul Freedman, James Whitman, Anders Winroth. 
 
Yale Law School J.D., 2002
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The Origins of 
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Review of Robert C. Palmer, Selling the Church: The English Parish in 
Law, Commerce, and Religion, 1350-1550, in 46 Am. J. Legal Hist. 506 (2004). 
 
The Grand Jury in Historical Perspective, El Paso B. J., Apr./May 2016, at 13 (Part I), and 
June 2016, at 18 (Part II). 
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Property Works-in-Progress Conference, Boulder, Colorado, June 2007. 
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Competing Institutions and Dispute Settlement in Medieval England (and previous titles) 
 
Twenty-Sixth World Congress of Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy (IVR World 
Congress), Belo Horizonte, Brazil, July 2013. 
 
U.K. IVR Annual Conference, London, England, April 2013. 
 
Ninth Carlsberg Academy Conference on Medieval Legal History, Copenhagen, Denmark, 
May 2012. 
 
Property, Patronage, and the Birth of the Common Law (and previous titles) 
 
Renmin University Law School, Beijing, China, March 2013. 
 
SMU Dedman School of Law, Faculty Forum, January 2013. 
 
Forty-Fifth International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 2010. 
 
SMU Dedman School of Law, Executive Board Meeting, April 2010. 
 
Eighty-Fifth Annual Meeting of the Medieval Academy of America, New Haven, 
Connecticut, March 2010. 
 
SMU Board of Trustees, Committee on Academic Policy, Planning, and Management, 
February 2010. 
 
SMU Medieval Studies Reading Group, April 2009. 
 
Dallas Bar Association, Legal History Discussion Group, December 2008. 
 
Property Works-in-Progress Conference, Boulder, Colorado, June 2008. 
 
Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Montreal, Canada, May 2008. 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Society for Legal History, Tempe, Arizona, October 2007. 
 
New York University School of Law, Legal History Colloquium, September 2004. 
 
Yale Law School, Legal History Forum, March 2004. 
 
The Third Lateran Council and the Ius Patronatus in England 
 
Twenty-Eighth International Conference of the Charles Homer Haskins Society, Boston, 
Massachusetts, November 2009. 
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Tenth Circuit Historical Society (co-sponsored by Faculty of Federal Advocates), Denver, 
Colorado, May 2017. 
 
U.S. District Court of Oregon Historical Society (co-sponsored by Federal Bar Association), 
Portland, Oregon, April 2017. 
 
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma, April 2017. 
 
Western Illinois University, Macomb, Illinois, March 2017. 
 
University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida, March 2017. 
 
Midland County Bar Association, Midland, Texas, March 2017. 
 
Mississippi University for Women, Columbus, Mississippi, February 2017. 
 
Mecklenburg County Bar Association, Charlotte, North Carolina, February 2017. 
 
Davidson College, Davidson, North Carolina, February 2017. 
 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, February 2017. 
 
Atlanta Bar Association, Atlanta, Georgia, February 2017. 
 
Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri, January 2017. 
 
Millsaps College, Jackson, Mississippi, January 2017. 
 
Donald Trump and the State of American Democracy 
 
Rotary Club International of Munich, Germany, August 2017. 
 
Medieval Remedies and Jurisdictions 
 
Session Chair, 25th British Legal History Conference, London, England, July 2017. 
 
Comparative History of Legal Cultures (Private Law) 
 
Session Organizer and Discussant, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, 
Mexico City, Mexico, June 2017. 
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Comparative History of Legal Education 
 
Session Organizer and Discussant, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, 
Mexico City, Mexico, June 2017. 
 
Comparative History of Legal Cultures (Public Law) 
 
Session Organizer and Chair, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Mexico 
City, Mexico, June 2017. 
 
The Development of Law in Comparative Perspective 
 
Session Organizer and Chair, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Mexico 
City, Mexico, June 2017. 
 
The Transmission of Legal Knowledge 
 
Session Organizer, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Mexico City, Mexico, 
June 2017. 
 
Legal Education in the United States 
 
University of Warsaw, Poland, May 2017. 
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Constitutional Court of Peru, Center for Constitutional Studies, Lima, Peru, December 2016. 
 
Huntsville-Madison County Bar Association, Huntsville, Alabama, December 2016. 
 
Memphis Bar Association, Memphis, Tennessee, December 2016. 
 
San Juan County Bar Association, Aztec, New Mexico, December 2016. 
 
Fort Lewis College, Durango, Colorado, December 2016. 
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Selden Society, Texas Chapter, Dallas, Texas, November 2015. 
 
Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers, Florida, November 2015. 
 
University of California at Santa Barbara, November 2015. 
 
Rotary Club, Chattanooga, Tennessee, October 2015. 
 
Pontificial Catholic University of Valparaíso, Chile, October 2015. 
 
Selden Society, Illinois and Wisconsin Chapters, Chicago, Illinois, September 2015. 
 
University of the North (Uninorte), Barranquilla, Colombia, September 2015. 
 
Pomona College, Claremont, California, September 2015. 
 
Forum on the Past, Present, and Future of the Rule of Law, Renmin University Law School, 
Beijing, China, September 2015. 
 
Panamerican University, Bonaterra Campus, Aguascalientes, Mexico, August 2015. 
 
Centre on Public Law and Jurisprudence, 
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Korea University School of Law and Ewha Law School, Seoul, Korea, May 2015. 
 
University College Dublin, Sutherland School of Law, Dublin, Ireland, May 2015. 
 
University of the Pacific, Lima, Peru, May 2015. 
 
Iberoamerican University, Mexico City, Mexico, April 2015. 
 
University of São Paulo, Faculty of Law, São Paulo, Brazil, April 2015. 
 
Diego Portales University, Santiago, Chile, March 2015. 
 
ICESI University, Cali, Colombia, February 2015. 
 
Nanjing University Law School, Nanjing, China, December 2014. 
 
Zhejiang University Guanghua Law School, Hangzhou, China, December 2014. 
 
University of Costa Rica, San José, Costa Rica, November 2014. 
 
Catholic University of Santa María La Antigua, Panama City, Panama, November 2014. 
 
Pontifical Catholic University of Goiás, Goiânia, Brazil, September 2014. 
 
Escuela Libre de Derecho and Anáhuac University, Mexico City, Mexico, September 2014. 
 
University of Brasília, Brazil, August 2014. 
 
Federal University of Paraná, Curitiba, Brazil, August 2014. 
 
State University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, August 2014. 
 
Forum on Law, Politics, and Society, Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, 
Brazil, August 2014. 
 
Federal University of Minas Gerais, Belo Horizonte, Brazil, August 2014. 
 
University of Antioquia and EAFIT University, Medellín, Colombia, August 2014. 
 
National Taiwan University, Taipei, May 2014. .
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Wuhan University Law School, Wuhan, China, May 2014. 
 
Silk Road Institute for International and Comparative Law, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an, 
China, May 2014. 
 
Global Seminar in Law, San Andrés University, Buenos Aires, Argentina, April 2014. 
 
Rosario University, Bogota, Colombia, February 2014. 
 
Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher Education (Tec de Monterrey), Monterrey, 
Mexico, October 2013. 
 
Shanghai Jiaotong University KoGuan Law School and Fudan University Law School, 
Shanghai, China, May 2013. 
 
Magna Carta and the Surprising Survival of Jury Trial 
 
Wichita County Bar Association, Wichita Falls, Texas, October 2015. 
 
Memphis Bar Association, Memphis, Tennessee, October 2015. 
 
Amarillo Area Bar Association, Amarillo, Texas, October 2015. 
 
Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas, September 2015. 
 
Jefferson County Young Lawyers Association, Beaumont, Texas, August 2015. 
 
Grayson County Bar Association, Sherman, Texas, July 2015. 
 
University of Texas at Arlington, March 2015. 
 
Dallas Bar Association, February 2015. 
 
El Paso Bar Association, Nineteenth Annual Civil Trial Practice Seminar, February 2015. 
 
Commercial Trusts in the United States: Creating Confidence for Business Transactions 
 
Hanoi Law University, Vietnam, June 2015. 
 
Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hanoi, Vietnam, June 2015. 
 
Ho Chi Minh City University of Law, Vietnam, December 2014. 
 
Peruvian University of Applied Sciences, Lima, Peru, March 2014. 
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Magna Carta and the Future of Liberty, Taiwan, and the World 
 
American Club, Taipei (co-sponsored by the British Office, Taiwan Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club, Yale Club of Taipei, and international chambers of commerce), June 2015. 
 
Perspectives on Magna Carta 
 
Panelist, SMU Godbey Lecture Series, February 2015. 
 
Migratory Clients and the Uniform Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death Act 
 
American Bar Association, Real Property, Trust and Estate Law Section Spring Symposia, 
Chicago, Illinois, May 2014. 
 
Gambling and the “Free State of Galveston,” 1918-1957 
 
Speaker, Winter Meeting of the Texas Old Missions and Forts Restoration Association, 
Dallas, Texas, January 2014.  
 
History of Anglo-American Legal Institutions 
 
Lecturer, Appellate Judges Certificate Program, Santa Fe, New Mexico, June 2012. 
 
Author Meets Reader: Karl Shoemaker, Sanctuary and Crime in the Middle Ages 
 
Panelist, Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the Association for the Study of Law, Culture, and the 
Humanities, Fort Worth, Texas, March 2012. 
 
Incentive Trusts:  Control from the Grave 
 
Panelist, East Texas Estate Planning Council, March 2011. 
 
Panelist, Estate Planning Council of North Texas, May 2010. 
 
The Changing World of Trusts and Estates: Pedagogy 
 
Panelist, Annual Conference of the Southeastern Association of Law Schools, Palm Beach, 
Florida, August 2010. 
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Basic Planning for Incapacity:  Issues and Options 
 
Speaker, Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program and Dallas Association of Young Lawyers Elder 
Law Committee, April 2009. 
 
Marginalized People, Contested Use, and the Regulation of Space  
 
Session Chair, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Montreal, Canada, May 
2008. 
 
Recent Developments in Trust and Estate Law and Taxation 
 
Speaker, Dallas Bar Association, Probate, Trusts, and Estates Section, November 2007. 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 
Southern Methodist University 
 
Educational Programs Committee, 2017-22. 
 
Faculty Advisor, SMU Mock Trial Team, 2017-21. 
 
Faculty Senator, 2011-12; 2013-19 (Secretary, 2014-17). 
 
Subcommittee on the Economic Status of the Faculty, 2016-18. 
 
Faculty Senate Executive Committee, 2013-17. 
 
All-University Finance Committee, 2014-17. 
 
Faculty Senate Research Committee, 2011-12; 2013-14. 
 
Second Language Proficiency Committee, 2010-11. 
 
Sustainability Committee, 2010-11. 
 
Office of Institutional Access and Equity, Hearing Panel Committee, 2009-10. 
 
SMU Dedman School of Law 
 
Standing Committee on Library and Technology, 2020-present (Chair, 2020-present). 
 
Ad Hoc Committee on the Faculty Appointments Process, 2024-present. 
 
Chair, Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2023. 
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Communities Foundation of Texas 
 
Professional Seminar Committee, 2009-13. 
 
Dallas Association of Young Lawyers 
 
Elder Law Committee, 2008-09. 
 
International Law Conference Liaison Committee, 2007-09 (Community Program Director). 
 
Journal of Legal History 
 
Editorial Committee, 2013-present. 
 
Selden Society 
 
Council Member, 2018-present. 
 
Honorary Treasurer for the United States of America, 2013-present. 
 
Southeastern Association of Law Schools 
 
International Committee, 2013-16. 
 
BAR ADMISSIONS 
 
Texas (admitted 2011). 
 
Connecticut (admitted 2004). 
 
Last updated 9 February 2024. 
 
 


