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SPRING ‘24
ASSOCIATES

After orientation in January, the associates hit the ground��

running. They began their skills training by doing mock client��
interviews. They have learned  information from numerous��

guest speakers. SMU Alumnus Michael Kotwal, Chief��
Assistant District Attorney for the 305th District Court,��
discussed the role of the ADA in representing CPS as an��

agency. Derek Mergle-Rust, a partner in the firm of��
DebnamRust PC,  provided important insights into parents’��
rights and representation of parents in CPS Cases.

Each new experience in the classroom helps 
 learn skills��to apply to their cases and the guest 

lecturers enhance their��learning experience. We are grateful 
to the attorneys and��other professionals who volunteer their 
time to share their��exper with us. 

In the Classroom

In The Courtroom
, we had a trial!  

associates,��Zach Belew and Madeleine Nelson, 

took the trial head on.��As lead counsel 
supervised by Law Fellow,��Melissa Cason  

they performed an opening,�� closing, and 

cross examinations just a��month after 
starting the clinic. The court��took our 

recommendation resulting in a��successful 
trial for us All of our 

associates have now had at least��one hearing 
and continue to grow their��skills. 
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https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2OIS6KTDH4MJW?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2OIS6KTDH4MJW?ref_=wl_share

