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QUICK SNAPSHOT

87 Credit Hours (individual grades of D or higher; overall average grade of 2.000 or higher)

First-Year Required Courses

Upper Level Required Courses

Professional Skills or Experiential Learning Requirement

6 Residence Credits (1 credit is earned per 12 term hrs. or more; % credit is earned per 9-11
term hrs.; % credit is earned per 6-8 term hrs.; ¥ credit is earned per 3-5 term hrs.)

30 Hours of Public Service
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If a student fails to receive a minimum passing grade in any required course, the student must
repeat the course the next time it is offered. A failing grade is never replaced by a subsequent
grade in the same course.

What elective courses should | take?

SMU Dedman Law offers a rich variety of elective courses each semester in a number of areas.
Choose courses that interest you or that you think might help you in your practice. Most
students take Business Enterprises, Evidence, and Income Taxation, which are prerequisites to
other courses, academic programs, and clinics. Therefore, you should consider taking these as
soon as possible.

Except with special permission of the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs, J.D. students may
enroll for elective courses only after they have completed all required first-year courses.

You are encouraged to explore different areas of the law, but also make sure you have the
necessary foundational courses to later be successful on the bar exam and in your legal
practice. Please refer to the practice area guides in the Registrar’s Office and on our website for
more information. These guides suggest courses in each of the following practice areas and
identify clinics, externships, and public service opportunities to enhance students’ skills and
understanding.

Antitrust Law Health Law
Bankruptcy Law Immigration Law
Business and Corporate Law Intellectual Property
Civil Litigation and Dispute Resolution International and Comparative Law
Commercial and Consumer Law Labor and Employment Law

Criminal Law




Enrollment in each seminar is limited to 20 students. Classes that fulfill this requirement will be
labeled “EW” in the registration materials.

What is a general writing requirement? A student must complete a general writing unit, in
addition to the first-year Legal Research, Writing and Advocacy course and the Edited Writing
Seminar. The writing unit can be satisfied through a General Writing Course (GW), through Law
Review Hours (if selected) or through a 2 or 3-hour Directed Research paper. Courses that fulfill
this requirement will be labeled “GW” in the registration materials.

Writing courses can be an opportunity to research and explore, in depth, an area of the law and
then to write a scholarly paper under the guidance of our outstanding faculty. This is a luxury it
will be very difficult, if not impossible for many, to experience after they leave law school.

| am interested in the course identified as a paper course, but is also listed on the exam
schedule. Will this course require a paper or an exam? Generally courses are listed this way
when the course has a paper/exam option. The Professor will give you further instructions
regarding this option in his or her syllabus or on the first day of class.

Why are there so many different course listings for Trial Advocacy? Trial Advocacy has two

components. First, there is one large lecture section that meets once a week that all students

who register for the course are required to attend. Second, there are several small "practice”

sections scheduled at various times throughout the week where stud.1 (1)46 ()JJ (t a)(ti)4 u()4 ()14 ()4 (a)7 p



@ SMU D

SMU Dedman Law offers a course on bar exam preparation called Advanced Legal Reasoning.
This is not to be taken in lieu of taking a commercial bar preparation class. Rather, it is an
opportunity to refresh your knowledge of some of the subjects tested on the Texas Bar Exam
and to gain experience in the testing format of the bar exam. The course places a heavy
emphasis on first-year classes tested on the Multi-State Bar Exam portion of the Texas Bar
Exam.

Please see these handouts for more information:
X What Bar Courses Should | Take?

General Bar Exam Information

Texas Bar Exam

UBE Bar Exam Information

X X X

What opportunities are there to earn credit beyond the classroom?

Directed Research - A student may register for a total of three hours of directed research while in law
school.

Study Abroad in Oxford - Students may earn five hours of credit in this summer program by taking one
course taught by an SMU professor and one Oxford-style tutorial taught by an Oxford tutor.

Courses Outside the Law School — Students may earn up to six hours by taking graduate-level courses in




Law students may take undergraduate courses at SMU (e.g



