
 
 

Graduate Study 

Southern Methodist 
University 

 
 
 

 

 

Anthropology 
Dedman College 

2023-2024 





Anthropology @ SMU The Redbook page 2 of 56  

¶ Dissertation Write-Up Awards 15 

o Dissertation Fellowship Awards 15 

¶



Anthropology @ SMU The Redbook page 3 of 56  

 o Graduation Ceremonies and Doctoral Hooding 28 

o Failing the Doctoral Defense 29 

o Time Limits 29 

Tab 5: PhD Degree in Cultural Anthropology 
 

 
¶ Introduction and Overview 30 

 ¶ Coursework 30 



Anthropology @ SMU The Redbook page 4 of 56  

▪ Dissertation Production 45 

▪ Scheduling 



/anthro


Anthropology @ SMU The Redbook page 6 of 56  

 

 
 

C. Admission 

 
Students holding a Bachelor’s degree or Master’s degree in Anthropology can apply for admission directly 

to the Moody School of Graduate and Advanced Studies, SMU, Dallas TX. Applications are online at 

https://gradadmission.smu.edu/apply/. Admission requirements and other information are contained in the 

current SMU Graduate Student Catalog or can be found on the Dedman College application page 

(https://grad.smu.edu/smu-graduate-studies-in-anthropology?hsCtaTracking=22f407dc-f5f5-49fd-bd84-

a103573aed8f%7C1d96d355-027a-4770-ad0e-c4acfc8a6699). Only a limited number of students are 

accepted. Three letters of recommendation are required of all applicants. 

 

To be admitted to the Department, you should have: 

 

https://gradadmission.smu.edu/apply/
https://grad.smu.edu/smu-graduate-studies-in-anthropology?hsCtaTracking=22f407dc-f5f5-49fd-bd84-a103573aed8f%7C1d96d355-027a-4770-ad0e-c4acfc8a6699
https://grad.smu.edu/smu-graduate-studies-in-anthropology?hsCtaTracking=22f407dc-f5f5-49fd-bd84-a103573aed8f%7C1d96d355-027a-4770-ad0e-c4acfc8a6699
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filed in the Department Office. Please note that if your interests change, it is possible to change your Advisor, 

as may be appropriate. If you have any problems during your time in our program, you should first take them 

to your Mentor or Advisor, and if a solution cannot be found, then to the Director of Graduate Studies, and 

finally to the Department Chair. They will know which channels of formal communication should be used to 

solve your problem. (Please see the Graduate Student Box folder for a copy of the form.) 

 

E. Student Office Space 

 
Most office spaces are located in the Heroy Building. At times, graduate student spaces may be assigned to 

another building or the library if space is not available in the department. Graduate students are not 

guaranteed office or laboratory space. Space allocations are prioritized on the type of support received by 

the student (i.e., TA, GRA) and determined by the Department Chair. Laboratory space is allocated to specific 

students at the discretion of their Faculty Mentor or Advisor. Space may also be allocated to graduate students 

not holding one of these appointments based on availability and at the Department Chair’s discretion. At the 

beginning of each academic year, a space allocation form will be sent to each graduate student designating if 

and where they will have office space. 

 

Most of the spaces allocated to graduate students are shared space. Here are some general guidelines for 

students’ 
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F. Copy-Making / Printing policy 

 
Because of the high cost of printing and copying, the following policies are in effect regarding the 

Anthropology Department printers/copy machine. 

1. If you are required to print material for your job as TA or GRA on behalf of a faculty member, 

the department will provide these copies or print jobs. These items can be printed from a thumb 

drive on the copier. Be sure the file is in PDF format. 

2. TAs, please take special note: It is the responsibility of the undergraduate students in your 
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Should you wish to appeal a decision concerning your progress, your faculty Mentor or Advisor will help 

you find the appropriate channels. Remember, appeals can be handled within the Department either through 

your Graduate Representative at the monthly faculty meetings or through the advising system. It has been 

our experience that most appeals taken first to the Administration are promptly sent back to the Department 

for consideration. 

 

I. Representation 

 
The graduate student body has a member to represent them at the department’s monthly faculty meetings. 

mailto:accessequity@smu.edu
/IAE
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Financial 

 

http://www.smu.edu/EnrollmentServices/financialaid/TypesOfAid/GraduateFinancialAid
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funding but meet the full-time status and good standing requirements. This insurance is only 

available to students for the first five consecutive years of their enrollment. Students who do 

not meet these requirements may petition for coverage, but it is not a guarantee. 

 

3. Department Assistantships (DAs) – Typically pay an assistantship plus remission of 

tuition/fees. Assignments are made by the Department Chair. 
 

4. Graduate Research Assistantships (GRAs) – are provided to graduate students who work 

on sponsored research projects lh 792 re
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/EnrollmentServices/FinancialAid/TypesOfAid/StudentEmployment/WherecanIfindajob
/EnrollmentServices/FinancialAid/TypesOfAid/StudentEmployment/WherecanIfindajob
/EnrollmentServices/FinancialAid/TypesOfAid/StudentEmployment/WherecanIfindajob
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Office of the Provost 

/provost/nationalfellowships?utm_medium=alias%20redirect&utm_source=smu&utm_campaign=%2Fnationalfellowships
/provost/nationalfellowships?utm_medium=alias%20redirect&utm_source=smu&utm_campaign=%2Fnationalfellowships
http://www.smu.edu/graduate/Funding/StudentDevelopmentGrant
/Moody/Funding/GSA
mailto:adamjohnson@smu.edu
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accepted at the conference; 2) to submit receipts for reimbursement; and 3) to submit 

a detailed projected budget if the conference has not yet been attended. See the 

Director of Graduate Studies for further information and the department’s Box folder 

for Guidelines. 

1. Due Date: Twice a year: last Friday in October and the Monday before Spring 

Break. 

2. Application: Please visit: 

www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Anthropology/Programs/Gradu 

ate/Fellowships 
 

 

2. Cultural/Medical students 

a. 

http://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Anthropology/Programs/Graduate/Fellowships
http://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Anthropology/Programs/Graduate/Fellowships
http://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Anthropology/Programs/Graduate/Fellowships
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3. Archaeology students – Limits will be $2000 per request, unless it involves international 

travel. The additional amount must be approved and explained by the student’s advisor. 

Students may receive archaeological funds twice, but the second request will be 

considered only after other student requests have been funded and there are still funds 

available. 

a. Fred Wendorf Archaeology Pre-Dissertation Fellowship is designed to assist 

archaeology graduate students in conducting preliminary reconnaissance, survey, or 

testing in their field area in advance of writing their Dissertation Improvement Grant 

proposals to the National Science Foundation. Funding will be competitive, and will 

normally be provided to students after their second year of graduate study (after 

successfully passing their MA exams), and in advance of enrolling in ANTH 7317 

(Archaeological Research Strategies). 

1. Due Date: The Monday before Spring Break. 

2. Application: The application will be sent out at the beginning of the Spring 

semester as well as placed in the Box folder. Proposals should include a description 

of the project and its relationship to the student’s anticipated dissertation project; a 

brief discussion of methods and data analysis; a time frame for the research 

activities; and an estimated budget. These are submitted electronically to the 

Department Office. 

3. Expectations: Students who receive support must deliver a final written report 

regarding their activities under the award (limited to 10 pages) and give a public 

presentation (e.g., a Brown Bag Luncheon talk) no later than the end of the 

semester following their return from field research. 

 

b. The Garry A. Weber Graduate Fellowships: Awarded to students in the research 

and writing phase of their dissertation research. Please see the Director of Graduate 

Studies for more information on this fellowship. A limited number are available each 

academic year. 

1. Due Date: The Monday before Spring Break. 

2. Application: The application will be sent out at the beginning of the Spring 

semester as well as placed in the Box folder. Proposals should include a description 

of the project and its relationship to the student’s anticipated dissertation project; 
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of the Institute. 

 

E. Dissertation Write-Up Awards 

 
1. Dissertation Fellowship Awards: The Dean of the Moody School of Graduate and 

Advanced Studies offers a limited number of dissertation fellowship awards on a highly 

competitive basis. To receive an award, 1) you must have already provided your faculty 

advisor with written chapters, and 2) you must be recommended by your dissertation Advisor 

to the department faculty. You must complete and defend your dissertation by the end of the 

academic year in which you receive the award. 

 
F. Research Awards/Prizes 

 
1. Graduate Research Day Awards: Made to students who participate in the annual SMU 

Research Days. The college awards a cash prize for the best paper presentation and the best 

poster. Further information is available from the Moody School of Graduate & Advanced 

Studies, or visit their website https://www.smu.edu/Moody/Events/research-and-innovation-

week . 
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Positions and Training 

 
A. Graduate Training in Teaching Requirement 

 
The Department of Anthropology is committed to providing all graduate students with appropriate training 

in teaching college-level courses. To that end, the Department requires that each graduate student attend 

the SMU Center for Teaching Excellence Annual Teaching Effectiveness Symposium – usually 

scheduled in the third week of August (one morning plus lunch). In addition, CTE offers online resources 

for students serving as Teaching Assistants (https://www.smu.edu/Provost/CTE/Resources/TA-Resources). 

We encourage you to consult these resources. Finally, over the course of your study, you will be given the 

opportunity to design and deliver at least one lecture in the course for which you are a TA. This lecture 

will be given in the presence of the instructor who will provide feedback to you.  

 

B. Teaching Assistantships and Graduate Research Assistantships: Training, 

Responsibilities, and Obligations 

 
Teaching Assistantships provide an opportunity for you to gain direct experience in the formal conduct, 

organization, and teaching of a course. The department faculty member supervising you in your role as a TA 

will ensure that the assistantship is at least in part an apprenticeship in teaching, and that opportunities exist 

for the faculty member to assess your teaching skills and to make recommendations for improvement if 

needed. 

 

Professional behavior and adherence to all SMU policies concerning classroom behavior and personal 

relationships between students, TAs and GRAs, and Professors must be maintained at all times. 

 

If at any time, the TA or GRA feels unsure or uncomfortable regarding behaviors or relationships in the 

classroom, lab, office, or department, he or she should bring this to the attention of the Chair of the 

Department or the Director of Graduate Studies. 

 
1. Teaching Assistants 

a. Course Assignments: the department makes every effort to assign TAs to courses that 

do not interfere with the TA’s own class schedule; if such an error occurs, an 

adjustment will be 

/Provost/CTE/Resources/TA-Resources
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b. Professors and their TAs should have a pre-semester meeting in which the course 

schedule and TA duties are clearly outlined and discussed. This includes: expectations 

for office hours (at least two hours/week), and responsibilities for study sessions, and 

assisting in writing and copying exams. When appropriate and as part of the 

department’s policy of providing training in teaching courses to senior graduate 

students, TAs may be responsible for giving a course lecture. At the end of the pre- 

semester meeting, TAs will have a clear and consistent understanding of their duties 

and responsibilities in their assigned course. 

 

c. Professors should make decisions regarding course texts well in advance of the start 

of the semester, inform TAs of the texts to be used, and arrange with the departmental 

assistant to acquire TA copies from the publishers. 

 

d. TAs are expected to work 15 hours a week. However, actual week-by-week workloads 

will vary; in some weeks the workload may call for more than 15 hours, and in others, 

fewer. TAs should anticipate higher workloads during finals week when final grades 

are due no later than 48 hours after the exam. TAs should keep in mind when planning 

their own semester-ending coursework assignments and deadlines. 

 

e. TAs will normally take on the following duties if asked to do so by the Professor: edit 

the syllabus, exams, and power points; assist in writing exam questions and proofing 

exams; grade papers, exams, and other assignments; be in charge of discussion 

sections or lab activities; assist in supervising field trips; supervise student projects; 

collect and keep attendance records; pick up movies or books from the library; make 

copies; tutor students during office hours; answer student emails; and assist students 

with special needs or disabilities. 

 

Senior TAs may be asked to give at least one lecture during the semester. The date and 

subject matter of this lecture will be decided early
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¶ If TAs are to be given the responsibility of settling disputed grades or changing 

grades. 

¶ How grades are to be calculated, recorded, and stored and who will do these things. 

 

g.

/StudentAffairs/OfficeoftheDeanofStudents
https://publicdocs.maxient.com/reportingform.php?SouthernMethodistUniv&amp;layout_id=1
https://publicdocs.maxient.com/reportingform.php?SouthernMethodistUniv&amp;layout_id=1
https://publicdocs.maxient.com/reportingform.php?SouthernMethodistUniv&amp;layout_id=1
/Provost/ProvostOffice/SAES/AcademicSupport/SASP/Services/DASS
/Provost/ProvostOffice/SAES/AcademicSupport/SASP/Services/DASS
/Provost/ProvostOffice/SAES/AcademicSupport/SASP/Services/Counseling
/Provost/ProvostOffice/SAES/AcademicSupport/SASP/Services/Counseling
/SexualHarassment
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Progress in Program 
 

A. Coursework Guidelines 
 

Normally all graduate level courses are numbered 6000 and above. Graduate students may take courses 

numbered below 6000 with the approval of their Mentor or Advisor. Enrollment for 9 hours of coursework 

(three 3-credit courses per semester) is recognized as a full load for graduate students. Persons who enroll for 

fewer than these hours are designated part-time students. After completion of the required credit-hour 

requirements, all PhD students should retain their student status until graduation, unless granted an official 

leave of absence. 

 

B. Course Waivers and Transfer 
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or credits will be given for ANY course for which there is no supporting documentation. 

 

In general, only courses for which you earned an A- or better (or its equivalent) can be waived or transferred. 

In cases where letter grades are not available (for example, for courses taken at some foreign universities), 

an explanation of the grade from the Professor of record will be required. 

 

1. Required Courses - Courses can be waived and credit hours granted as meeting SMU 

requirements only if they are deemed equivalent to our courses. Even if a course taken 

elsewhere is not deemed to be equivalent to a required course, you subsequently can petition 

to have the course transferred within the limits imposed for elective hours. For example, you 

may have taken a course in the history of ethnological theory. Such a course would not be 

equivalent to our ANTH 6321, a required course that covers the history of all four sub-fields 

of anthropology, but the course you took still might be considered for waiver/credit as an 

elective course. 

 

2. Elective Hours - If you enter our graduate program with graduate-level coursework in 

anthropology or a complementary field, you may petition to transfer up to 18 elective hours 
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grade during the following semester at the instructor’s discretion, and subject to 

conditions imposed by the instructor. 

d. Two grades of “C+” or below are cause for serious concern, and will be reviewed by 

the faculty for further action. A total of three grades of “C+” or below, whether 

replaced or balanced, will result in dismissal from the program. 

e. A grade of “I” (Incomplete) can be given only if you have completed a majority of the 

course requirements with passing grades, but for some justifiable reason, acceptable 

to the instructor, are not able to complete the full requirement of the course. A 

maximum of two (2) concurrently held incompletes is allowed. If this maximum is 

reached, a student will be allowed to take only three credit hours per semester 

until the incomplete total is reduced. If the maximum is surpassed, one or more 

incompletes must be removed before additional course registration is permitted. 

Changes of grades of “I” should be processed within a calendar year of the original 

grade assignment. No grade will be changed after 12 months. If the incomplete is not 

cleared, the “I” is changed to the grade provided by the instructor at the time the 

incomplete was assigned, or to an “F” if no alternate grade was provided. 

 

2. Evaluating Student Performance 

Your grades are an important but not uniquely decisive factor in our evaluation of your 

performance. In add
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http://www.smu.edu/StudentAffairs/studentlife
/Provost/Research/Compliance
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If prior to completing the mandated 54 hours of coursework, you are taking hours toward the 

degree, but you are not going to be enrolled in courses during a specific fall or spring semester, 

you can maintain “full-time graduate student status” (including library and email privileges) 

by signing up for 6049 (Graduate Full-Time Status). 

 

After you have completed the mandated 54 hours of coursework and passed your Qualifying 

Exams, you should sign up for 8049 (Graduate Full-Time Status) to maintain your full-time 

status in the program. Registration for full-time research status – 
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¶ Defense of dissertation. 

¶ Granting of Degree (May, Aug., Dec.). 

 

Note: Assuming that you have filed the appropriate request



/graduate/CurrentStudents/Graduation/DissThesisGuide


https://smu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_83082vMXIX1JL2m
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9. Failing the Doctoral Defense 

 
Students who fail the doctoral defense may be given a second examination, at a time to be 

determined by the committee, but not later than one year after the initial examination. Students 

who fail the defense on the second opportunity are thereby disqualified to receive the PhD 

degree. 

 

10. Time Limits 

 
If you are registered for full-time study, you should plan on taking the PhD qualifying 
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PhD Degree in Cultural Anthropology 

 
A. Introduction/Overview 

 
In the PhD program in Cultural Anthropology, you will be trained broadly in contemporary theory and 

method in anthropology, while you specialize in one of two specializations: Medical Anthropology or 

Cultural Anthropology. We encourage you to take all courses, not just those offered in your area of 

specialization. In special circumstances, you can petition to combine these specializations. 

 

Upon arriving, you should select a Mentor/Faculty Advisor who will help guide you through initial course 

selection and other matters (see page 6 of this document). By mutual consent, your faculty mentor may (or 

may not) become your Faculty Advisor. The Cultural faculty will guide you toward the goal of completing 

all coursework in three years of matriculation, and the dissertation within five years of advancing to 

candidacy, thus meeting all Moody School requirements. 

 

B. Coursework 
 

Required Courses (21 hours) for both specializations. 

 

ANTH 6319 – Research Methods in Ethnology 

ANTH 6320 – Regional Ethnography 

ANTH 6321 – History of Anthropology, Part I 

ANTH 6322 – History of Anthropology, Part II  

ANTH 7333 – Advanced Research Methods 

ANTH 7342 – Seminar in Social Organization 

ANTH 7351 – Research Strategies in Ethnology 

 

Statistics: Students are encouraged to take statistics as an approved elective if appropriate for 

their area of specialization and research interests. You may take ANTH 6302 through the 

department or STAT 2331 by enrolling in an independent study (ANTH 6351). You may enroll in 

STAT 5371 and/or 5372 if you want more advanced statistical training. Consult with your faculty 

mentor or advisor. 

 

Courses in Specialization – MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY (33 hours) 

 

Core Courses (6 hours) 

ANTH 6318 – Health in Cross-Cultural Perspective 

ANTH 6343 – Biomedicine, Culture and Power 

 

Electives (27 hours, of which 6 hours need to be on medical topics). Any department course in 

cultural anthropology at the 6000 level or higher, including up to two semesters of Independent 

Study (ANTH 6351, 6352), and approved by your Mentor or Advisor may be taken as Electives.  
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If a student wants to take more than two (2) semesters of Independent Study, it must be 

approved by their Mentor/Advisor and the DGS. These may include but are not limited to: 

ANTH 6303 – Political Economy of Health 

ANTH 6305 – Applied Anthropology 

ANTH 6307 – Global and Public Health 

ANTH 6309 – Human Rights, Indigenous Peoples, and Nation States 

ANTH 6316 or 6317– Advanced Seminar in Ethnology: Any Health/Medical Topic  

ANTH 6351 or 6352 – Independent Studies 

ANTH 6384 – Global Issues and Development: An Overview 

ANTH 6390 – Current Issues in Anthropology 

ANTH 7341 – Anthropological Writing 

WGST 6300 – Advanced Feminist Theory 

 
 

Courses in Specialization – CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY (33 hours) 

 

Core Courses (6 hours) - Required 

ANTH 6384 – Political Economy: Global Processes and Problems 

ANTH 63xx – Varies depending on global course offerings each semester 

 

Electives (27 hours). Any department course in cultural anthropology at the 6000 level or higher, 

including Independent Study (ANTH 6351, 6352), and approved by your Mentor/Advisor may be 
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E. Preliminary Dissertation Research 

 
Many students will have opportunities to apply for and conduct preliminary dissertation research during the 

summer following their MA exams (see pages 12-14 – “Research and Travel Fellowships”). During this 

summer, students will travel to their proposed research site and get to know the community, its members, 

their culture, and its particular relevance to their research issue. This will prepare them to write and submit 

their research proposals for their doctoral research (ANTH 7351 – usually taken during the fifth semester). 

 

F. PhD Candidate Requirements 

 
To be admitted to candidacy, you must satisfy the language requirement, remove all incomplete grades, 

complete the required minimum of 54 hours of coursework (including any credits/waivers for courses taken 

elsewhere), and pass the PhD qualifying examination (both written and oral defense). Upon completion of 

these requirements, the department will recommend to the Moody School Dean that you be admitted to 

candidacy. 

 

1. Bibliography - After passing the MA Exam, students should spend the fall semester of their 

third year (fifth semester) developing the theoretical and regional bibliographies for their PhD 

Qualifying Exams in consultation with their committee chair. Each bibliography should have 

a minimum of 75 citations (combinations of key monographs and edited volumes as well as 

key journal articles). Each bibliography should include some of the classical works in the 

region or theoretical area as well as more contemporary materials. This will allow students to 

track changes in the questions that have been addressed over time. It is helpful to divide these 

bibliographies into major sections reflecting the breadth of inquiry in a region, or critical 

issues within a broader theoretical area as well as those areas of special inquiry that are most 

pertinent to the student’s dissertation project. 

 

By the end of their fifth semester, students should circulate the bibliographies to other 

members of their Qualifying Exam Committee for suggestions and approval. The Chair of the 

committee will confer with the outside member of the PhD qualifying exam committee to 

secure that individual’s approval of the bibliographies. Once approved, the form for approval 

of the bibliographies should be initiated with the Department Admin, signed, and filed together 

with the two bibliographies (please consult the department’s Box folder for the form). 

Following the approval of the bibliography by committee members, students may propose to 

add new items to the list but committee members 

/Moody/Examination-Committee
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Note: Failure to take these exams at the specified time can result in dismissal from the program. Only 

serious extenuating circumstances will be considered as a reason for postponement, and these must be 

presented in the form of a well-documented petition for approval by a majority of the anthropology 

faculty and then forwarded to the Dean of the Moody School for final approval. Students may petition 

for a one-year extension, but that is the maximum allowed. No examinations will be offered in the 

summer. 

 

Note: Students may not take these exams until they have passed their language exams and removed all 

grades of incomplete from courses taken during the previous five semesters. 
 

 

3. Policy on Changes to Region/Theoretical Focus After the Qualifying Exams Have Been 

Passed - Once the Written Qualifying Exams have been passed, students are very strongly 

discouraged from making changes to their Region or Theoretical Focus, and this will be 

allowed only once and in rare and compelling circumstances. Such a change would only be 

considered if the student’s previous research plans were no longer viable, and the student’s 

dissertation committee agreed to the change. The student will then be required to re-do the 

qualifying exam for the area changed (region or theory). In these excep

/graduate/ExaminationCommittee2016
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5. ABD (All But Defense): From PhD Candidacy to PhD - After successfully defending (and 

revising, if needed) your research proposal, you will

/graduate/ExaminationCommittee2016
/graduate/CurrentStudents/Graduation/GraduationTimeline
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Figure 1 
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PhD Degree in Archaeology 
 



Anthropology @ SMU The Redbook page 41 of 56  

ANTH 6351, 6352, 6353, 6354, 6355, 6156, 6256 – Research in Anthropology 

ANTH 6383 – Geoarchaeology 

ANTH 6386 – The Archaeology of Gender and Sexuality 

 

Group C: Lab Courses 

ANTH 6325 – Introduction to Osteology I: Human-Animal Interactions 

ANTH 6333 – Laboratory Methods in Archaeology 

ANTH 6388 – Geospatial Archaeology 

ANTH 7321 – Ceramic Analysis for Archaeologists 

 

Group C includes various workshops in Archaeological Sciences for 2 or 3 hours’ credit offered occasionally 

at Fort Burgwin. Register for these courses under a Research in Anthropology number. 

 

Group D: Regional Courses 

ANTH 6310 – The Prehistory of the American Southwest 

ANTH 7318 – Late Pleistocene Prehistory of North America 

 

Note: With the advice and consent of your Mentor or Advisor, you may choose other courses 

offered within the Department or University as electives. 

 





/graduate/ExaminationCommittee2016


Anthropology @ SMU The Redbook page 44 of 56  

committee and research plans at any time if circumstances change.) 
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You will defend the proposal orally before your committee and introduce the topic in a 10- 

15 minute presentation. Visual aids are encouraged, but not required. Questions from the 

committee will follow. Suggestions for changes or improvements made by the committee 

during the defense should be included in the final draft of your research proposal. 

 

Once approved by the committee, the final draft must be submitted to a funding agency. 

 
Note: It is your responsibility to adhere to the schedules, to ensure adequate time for resubmitting revised drafts, 

and to ascertain that all committee members will be available for the exam and defense. It is the student’s 

responsibility to schedule the exam and defense times and locations with the Department Admin. Only serious 

extenuating circumstances will be considered as a reason for postponement, and these must

/graduate/ExaminationCommittee2016
/graduate/CurrentStudents/Graduation/DissThesisGuide


/Moody/Current-Students/Graduation/GraduationTimeline
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The MA Degree in Medical Anthropology 

 

A. Introduction/Overview 

 
The Master of Arts in Medical Anthropology is designed to prepare graduate students for professional 

employment and to meet the growing community need for personnel with a cross-cultural perspective in 

health fields. You may come to this program from an undergraduate major in the social and behavioral 

sciences (including, but not limited to, anthropology), or from some health field such as nursing, public 

health, counseling, or medicine. 

 

The goal of the two-year program is to increase your knowledge, skill, and readiness for involvement with 

the programs and problems of agencies, hospitals, clinics, medical organizations, and health delivery 

programs at home and abroad where applied anthropologists can make positive contributions. 

 

The program provides you with training in the basic principles and methods of cultural and medical 

anthropology, as well as cultural sensitivity important for employment in health-related fields. 

 

B. Coursework 

 
The MA in Medical Anthropology is based on 36 hours of university coursework as follows: 

 

1. Required Courses (12 hours) 

 
ANTH 6318 – Health in Cross-Cultural Perspective 

ANTH 6319 – Research Methods in Ethnology 

ANTH 6343 – Biomedicine, Culture, and Power 

ANTH 6353 – Research in Anthropology (normally taken in the fall of the second year; 

field/clinical research) 

 

Strongly Recommended is ANTH 7333 – Advanced Research Methods. 

 

Please consult the “Sequence and Timetable” for the MA in Medical Anthropology on page 51. 

 

2. Elective Courses (24 hours, of which 2 courses must be on health/medical topics) 

 
Twenty-four elective hours of graduate coursework must be completed. At least two of these 

courses must be on health/medical topics; one course should be taken outside of the 

department; the remainder must be either in medical anthropology or cultural anthropology. 

You should meet with your Advisor each semester to ensure an appropriate selection of 

courses is made. Some suggested courses might include: 
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ANTH 6303 – Political Economy of Health 

ANTH 6305 – Applied Anthropology 

ANTH 6307 – Global and Public Health 

ANTH 6316 or 6317 – Advanced Seminar in Ethnology (medical topic) 

ANTH 6384 – Political Economy: Global Processes and Problems 

ANTH 6390 – Current Issues in Anthropology 

 

Note
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D. MA Examination in Medical Anthropology 

 
Upon satisfactory completion of all coursework (including the removal of any grades of Incomplete), you 

must pass an oral examination of approximately one hour designed to review your competence. Under 

conditions described in the SMU Graduate Student Catalog, the MA examination will be scheduled and 

conducted in consultation with your Advisor and with the members of the MA Examination Committee. 

 

1. MA Examination Committee 

 
You should form your MA Examination Committee late in your second semester, but prior 

to finalization of your internship proposal. The examining committee will consist of at least 

three members, two of whom must be from the Anthropology Department; the third member 

must be from a department other than Anthropology. Normally, the 

/Moody/Examination-Committee
/graduate/CurrentStudents/Graduation/GraduationTimeline
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PROJECTED SEQUENCE AND TIMETABLE: MEDICAL MA PROGRAM 
 

A possible schedule for your two year program follows. Do not expect the courses to be offered in the exact 

order as shown, and feel free to mix required and electives as they are available (you do not need to fulfill 

all your requirements before your electives). Also, the schedule of each student may vary depending on 

available opportunities. You will be expected to complete your internship by the third semester of your 

coursework. The 20-page write-up of your field/clinical experience must be completed during your fourth 

semester of coursework, and six weeks prior to the MA exam. ® = Required course. “Electives” may be 

independent study courses in the student’s area of interest. Total of 36 required hours. 

 

YEAR 1 

Semester 1  Semester 2 

6318 Health in Cross Cultural Perspective ®  6343 Biomedicine, Culture and Power ® 

6319 Research Methods in Ethnology ®  Elective 

Elective  Elective 
   

*Students will be assigned or choose an advisor.  *Identify location/supervisor for internship. 

*Complete all petitions (course waivers/transfers)  *Form MA committee. 

 

YEAR 2 

Semester 3  Semester 4 

6353 Research in Anth (Internship) ®  Elective 

Elective  Elective 

Elective  Elective 

   

*Early in semester: Complete written proposal for 

Internship 

 *Remove all grades of "incomplete." 

 *Write 20-page report on internship - submit 6 

weeks prior to MA exam. 

*By end of semester: Complete internship.  *MA Exam - one hour, oral exam. 



http://smu.edu/Anthro
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Anthropologists in other Departments, Schools, etc. 
 

Eric G. Bing (PhD UCLA 2000; Prof. of Global Health) HIV infection in Africa, health in the Developing 

World. 

Jill DeTemple (PhD U North Carolina; Prof. and Department Chair, Religious Studies) Uses of dialogue in 

teaching higher education. Latin America. 

Kristina Nielsen (PhD UCLA 2017; Asst. Prof. of Musicology, Meadows School of the Arts) Music and 

dance in Aztec revitalization movements. Latin America. 

Anna Offit (PhD Princeton 2018; Asst. Prof. of Law, Dedman School of Law) Prosecutorial ethics, the U.S 

jury system, comparative law, law and society. Norway 

 

EMERITUS FACULTY 

Caroline B. Brettell (PhD Brown 1978; University Distinguished Prof.) Cultural anthropology, gender, 

anthropology and history, religion, kinship, migration, ethnicity. Europe and U.S. 

Anthony E. Marks (PhD Columbia 1966; Emeritus Prof.) Paleolithic archaeology, lithic analysis, research 

strategies. Near East, Africa, and Iberia. 

C. Garth Sampson (D Phil Oxford 1969; Emeritus Prof.) Paleolithic archaeology. Old World and Africa. 

Ronald K. Wetherington (PhD U Michigan 1964; Emeritus Prof.) Physical anthropology, forensic 

anthropology, genetics, skeletal growth. Southwest U.S. prehistory and early history. 

David J. Wilson (PhD U Michigan 1985; Emeritus Assoc. Prof.) Archaeology, settlement patterns, origins 

of chiefdom and state, ecological anthropology. South America and Peru. 
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SSRC: 

Comprehension: Adequate comprehension for normal daily needs. 

Speaking: Able to speak adequately for normal daily needs. 

Reading: Able to read general material in own and related fields with the aid of a dictionary. 



https://wiki.smu.edu/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=RH&title=Research+Handbook+Home

