
From the Director:
This spring semester will mark the end of the Center’s
tenth academic year, a year that has brought terrific news.
The Summerlee Foundation, through the good offices of
David Jackson and John Crain, has awarded the Center a
grant to support residential research fellows for the next
three years. Beginning in the autumn of
2006, the Summerlee fellowship, desig-
nated for work on Texas history, will raise
the number of research fellows at the
Center from three to four. 

When we began operations ten years
ago, the Clements Endowment supported
just one research fellow, but a grant from
the Summerlee Foundation gave us the
means to support two fellows per year.
After the initial Summerlee grant ran out,
the Center obtained permanent funding to
support three fellows a year, thanks to the
work of George Bayoud who heads our advisory panel,
the generosity of Louis A. Beecherl, Jr., Tex Moncrief,
and an anonymous donor, and additional funding from
the Clements Department of History. Now, the Summer-
lee Foundation has stepped forward to help us raise the
number of research fellows once again.

The number is important. Residential research fellow-
ships have been the heart of the Center’s program. More
than anything else the Center does, fellowships advance
scholarship on the American Southwest by providing



The River Has Never Divided Us: A Border History
of La Junta de los Rios

On November 10, 2005, an eager group of faculty, stu-
dents, staff, and members of the community
gathered in SMU’s DeGolyer
Library to hear Jefferson Morgen-
thaler speak about the Rio Grande,
the border and the process of
researching and writing history. He
told some stories that didn’t make it
into his book, and explained why it
has been banned by the National
Park Service. He titled his award
lecture “Rio Guapo, or How to tell
the difference between a native mystic
and a lunatic, while annoying only a
few of the locals.”

The Clements Center’s annual book
prize was initiated in 1999 to promote
and recognize fine writing and original research on the
American Southwest. The judges chose Jefferson Morgen-
thaler’s book from a field of 47 submissions. They called
The River Has Never Divided Us “compelling,” “a tour
de force,” and “relentlessly tale-spinning, ironic, impudent
and mordant.” Andrés Tijerina, author of Tejano Empire:

Life on the South Texas Ranchos,commented that “No






















