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EVENTS

Tour of the Dallas
Museum of Art 
March 3rd, 11:00 am (new date!)
Evolving Visions and Meanings of the West
in American Art
CPH’s own Brian Franklin and Cecily
Zander will lead a tour of select paintings
at the Museum to explore what they say
about American history and how the
West has been portrayed over time. 

You are invited! Please look out for notifications about each special event.

Luncheon with A.J. Baime
April 27, 12:00 noon
White Lies: The Double Life of Walter F. White and
AmericaɅs Darkest Secret
"A riveting biography of Walter F. White, a little-
known Black civil rights leader who passed for white
in order to investigate racist murders, help put the
NAACP on the map, and change the racial identity
of America forever. "
–Mariner Books

Here’s what Jeff Engel says about the book:
“Impossible to put down...thoughtful and gripping.”

Baime is a longtime regular contributor to The Wall
Street Journal and his books have made it to The 
 New York Times bestseller lists.

One of the paintings on the tour: 
Captain John Pratt by Ralph Earl (1792)





KUDOS
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Congratulations to Amy Zanoni!
Amy earned an Honorable
Mention for the Michael Katz
Award for Best Dissertation
(2020) from the Urban History
Association for her treatise. “Poor
Health: Retrenchment and
Resistance in Chicago's Public
Hospital, 1950s-1990s" uses the
lens of the public hospital to
chart sustained efforts to
dismantle the health care safety
net, the effects such actions had
on marginalized urban residents,
and ongoing resistance to
retrenchment. Some of you may
remember Amy led a robust
conversation on the subject last
Fall at one of our High Table with
Historians events.

Thanks to the Pamela
Laird Award, postdoctoral
fellow Sarah Nelson

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/618ae134725d4bb2ba5f341d49e6dc2a
https://forms.gle/Puu83ZDHk2SnyTBR6


https://smile.amazon.com/Presidency-Donald-Trump-Historical-Assessment/dp/0691228949/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=zelizer+julian&qid=1645128672&s=books&sprefix=zelizer%2Cstripbooks%2C228&sr=1-2
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/how-will-history-judge-former-president-trump/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/01/us/politics/trump-election-jan-6-voting-machines.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/community-group-raises-awareness-and-money-for-families-back-home-after-military-coup-in-myanmar/ar-AAMzE2L
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/community-group-raises-awareness-and-money-for-families-back-home-after-military-coup-in-myanmar/ar-AAMzE2L
https://emergingcivilwar.com/author-biographies/authors/cecily-n-zander/


BEHIND THE SCENES
with Dr. Evan McCormick

Dr. Evan McCormick
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What do you love most about your connection to the CPH?
It was at CPH that I first learned how exciting it is to interview historical actors, 
broadly defined as the people who are interesting because of something that 
they did. When I was at CPH, the project that was ongoing at the time was 
about George W. Bush's decision to surge the number of troops in Iraq.
So while I was working on my own work, I was also helping out with the Center 
to bring that project to completion and got to participate in a number of 
interviews with people like Karl Rove, among others. Working with archival 
resources is really exciting, but nothing beats sitting down with somebody 
who is also committed to the idea of creating these kinds of records and having that conversation
where you probe their memory, their reasons. All of my experience at the Center for Presidential
History working on oral histories of the Bush years ended up becoming incredibly important to how I
got my current job. 

What is one piece of advice you'd like to share with our readers on how to stay connected with
their love for presidential history?
This is a very functional answer, but to think creatively about what kinds of records relate to the
presidency and what kinds of records can be accessed over the Internet, even for the average person
without a university research account. I think we tend to think that in order for it to be related to
presidential history, it has to be something that comes from a presidential library but I'm constantly
amazed at how many resources are available on the Internet. These oral history interview projects, like
the ones that CPH specializes in or the one that I'm involved with now, can turn anyone at home into a
researcher of history. 

What is your favorite aspect of being a part of the Obama Presidency Oral History Project? 
I love trying to anticipate the vorit"
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https://www.pastpromisepresidency.com/
/Dedman/Research/Institutes-and-Centers/Center-for-Presidential-History/CMP/US-Russian-Relations-under-Bush-and-Putin
/Dedman/Research/Institutes-and-Centers/Center-for-Presidential-History/CMP


UpdatesPostdoctoral

Sharron Conrad

Aaron Crawford

Sharron Conrad has been invited to act as consulting advisor to the Caruth Homeplace Initiative here in Dallas.
The project strives to understand and share the story of enslaved people who worked and lived on the Caruth
Farm, connect with their descendants, and make an impact on similar community engagement by other
organizations. Sharron is associate professor of history at Tarrant County College. You can visit Sharron at the
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https://www.dallasliteraryfestival.org/2022-schedule
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/ryan-white-teen-aids-narrative
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/ryan-white-teen-aids-narrative


Looking for reading suggestions? CPH scholars share a
few of their recent favorite reads.

 
 

THE BOOK NOOK

Brian Franklin
brfranklin@smu.edu

Jeffrey A. Engel
jaengel@smu.edu

Ronna Spitz
rspitz@smu.edu

LaiYee Leong
lleong@smu.edu
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Blaine,
Keisha. Until I
am Free:
Fannie Lou
Hamer’s
Enduring
Message to
America.
Beacon Press,
2021. 

Calloway, Colin
G. The Indian
World of George
Washington: The
First President,
the First
Americans, and
the Birth of the
Nation. Oxford
University Press,
2018. 

Dalrymple,
William. The
Anarchy: The East
India Company,
Corporate
Violence, and the
Pillage of an
Empire.
Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2019. 

Friedman,
Danielle. Let's
Get Physical:
How Women
Discovered
Exercise and
Reshaped the
World. G. P.
Putnam’s Sons
Publishing,
2022.

Jähner, Harald.
Aftermath: Life
in the Fallout of
the Third Reich,
1945-1955.
Knopf
Publishing
Press, 2022.

Reid, Jan. The
Improbable Rise
of Redneck
Rock. University
of Tex
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